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This brings you to a list of resources: 
 

·  Reference E-Books 
o Encyclopaedia Judaica 
o Encyclopedia of Jewish Life and Thought 
o Ancient Civilizations Reference Library 
o The Early Republic: Primary Documents on Events from 1799 to 1820 
o The Civil War: Primary Documents on Events from 1860 to 1865 
o World War I Reference Library 
o World War II Reference Library 

·  History Resource Center – World 
·  Global Issues in Context 
·  Project Muse 
·  History Reference Center 
·  Research Databases Available With a Massachusetts Library Card 
·  Research Databases Available at the Boston Public Library 
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(ask librarian for off-site password) 
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·  You can choose one of the e-books or search across all of them at once.  Notice that you 
can choose to search by “keyword” or “document title.”  If you are searching for the 
article on “Hellenism,” for example, rather than any time Hellenism is mentioned in 
various articles, you should search on “document title.”  There is also an Advanced 
Search. 

 
·  This brings you to the article on “Hellenism” in The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life and 

Thought and Encyclopaedia Judaica. 
 

 
 

·  You can view the article as “Full-text” or as a .PDF.  The .pdf version is cleaner and 
looks exactly as it would look in the print version of the book and is easier to print out. 

 
FULL-TEXT:         PDF:      
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·  This database includes the full-text of many reference books and journals, including the 
following: 

 

 
 

·  Selecte one of the reference works on the right side of the page to search only within that 
text.  You can also search across all of the texts using the “Basic Search” or “Advanced 
Search.”  Advanced Search lets you limit by certain options to help get better results. 
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·  The different tabs tell you what kind of source your results come from (“Reference,” 
“Biographies,” “Periodicals,” “News,” “Primary Sources,” or “Maps & Multimedia.”) 

 

 
 
 

·  Also included in the database are a number of primary source documents.  To find 
primary sources, choose “Primary Document” under the Advanced Search>Document 
Type option. 
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·  “Global Issues in Context” offers international viewpoints on a broad spectrum of global 
issues, topics, and current events. There are hundreds of continuously updated issue and 
country portals that bring together a variety of specially selected, highly relevant sources 
for analysis of social, political, military, economic, environmental, health, and cultural 
issues. Each of these gateway pages includes an overview, unique "perspectives" articles 
written by local experts, reference, periodical, primary source, and statistical information.  

 
·  Research on H1N1 Influenza gives results from a variety of sources, such as Gulf News, 

Science in Dispute, The Times of India, National Review, and European Social Policy. 
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·  You can also click on “Browse Issues and Topics” or “Browse Regions.”   

 
 

Example: 
 

·  Health and Medicine covers issues ranging from Sexually Transmitted Diseases to 
pandemics to emerging pharmaceutical science, as well as topics related to Body Image 
Disorders and other health conditions around the world.  
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 � (Available only on-site at Gann Academy) 
 

·  Project MUSE provides full-text, online access to over 300 high quality humanities, arts, 
and social sciences journals from 60 scholarly publishers.  

 
 

�
·  You can do an “Article Search” or an “Advanced Article Search,” which will allow you 

to search with several search terms, limit by year, limit by type of content, or limit by 
journal or discipline. 
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·  You can view the articles as HTML and often as .PDF. 
 

�
�

·  You can also click on “Browse Journals” to see a full list of the journals included and 
then click on individual journals/issues/articles. 
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(ask librarian for off-site password) 
 

·  History Reference Center offers full text from more than 1,620 reference books, 
encyclopedias and non-fiction books, cover to cover full text for more than 150 leading 
history periodicals, nearly 57,000 historical documents, more than 77,000 biographies of 
historical figures, more than 113,000 historical photos and maps, and more than 80 hours 
of historical video. 

 
 
 
 
 

·  To find primary source documents, choose “Advanced Search” and then “Publication 
Type.” 
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Example: 
 

 
 
Results: 
 

 
 
Clicking on one of the results gives the full text of the document from 1676: 
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·  Note that you can limit your searches in the different databases to full-text only or peer-
reviewed (more scholarly) publications only. 

 

 
 

·  If you choose Advanced Search, you can limit by more options, such as document type, 
publication titles (i.e. only certain journals), or publication years. 
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Not sure which subject category your topic belongs in? PowerSearch makes it possible to find 
subjects from A-Z in one or several of the periodical databases in a single search. This is 
especially good for subjects that may be covered more than one database. 
�
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This is a very useful database if you are specifically looking for biographical information.  
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In addition to the E-books that Gann owns (see beginning of this document), the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners also funds a number of full-text reference books covering the 
arts, biography, business, environment, history, literature, medicine, multicultural studies, 
geography, and science: 

·  Beacham's Guide to the Endangered Species of North America , 6v, 2001 
·  Biology, 4v, 2002 
·  Blackbirch Kid's Visual Reference of the United States, 2003 
·  Blackbirch Kid's Visual Reference of the World, 2002 
·  Business Leader Profiles for Students,  2v, 1999 
·  Contemporary Fashion, 2nd ed., 2002 
·  Contemporary Novelists, 7th ed., 2001 
·  Contemporary Poets, 7th ed., 2001 
·  Encyclopedia of Bioethics,  3rd ed., 5v, 2004 
·  Encyclopedia of Espionage, Intelligence and Security, 3v, 2004 
·  Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World, 2v, 2004 
·  Encyclopedia of Modern Asia, 6v, 2003 
·  Encyclopedia of Population, 2v, 2003 
·  Encyclopedia of Small Business , 2nd ed., 2v, 2002 
·  Fashion, Costume, and Culture: Clothing, Headwear, Body Decorations, and Footwear through the Ages, 

5v, 2004 
·  The Gale Encyclopedia of Alternative Medicine, 2nd ed., 4v, 2005 
·  The Gale Encyclopedia of Cancer, 2nd ed.,  2v,  2006 
·  The Gale Encyclopedia of Genetic Disorders, 2nd ed., 2v, 2006 
·  The Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine, 3rd ed.,  5v, 2006 
·  Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America, 2nd ed.,  3v, 2000 
·  Gale Encyclopedia of U.S. Economic History, 2v,  1999 
·  History Behind the Headlines: The Origins of Conflicts Worldwide, 6v, 2003 
·  Industrial Revolution Reference Library, 4v, 2003 
·  International Dictionary of Films and Filmmakers, 4th ed., 4v, 2001 
·  Renaissance: An Encyclopedia for Students, 4v, 2004 
·  St. James Encyclopedia of Popular Culture, 5v, 2000 
·  UXL Encyclopedia of Landforms and Other Geologic Features, 3v, 2004 
·  World of Earth Science, 2v, 2003 
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·  BPL eCards are virtual library cards that allow users immediate remote access to all of 

the Boston Public Library's electronic resources, including magazine databases, 
downloadable audio, video, and music.  eCard users who wish to check out library 
materials will be asked to upgrade to a standard BPL card.  Anyone individual who lives, 
works, attends school, or owns property in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is at 
least 13 years of age may register for an eCard. 

�
·  Click on “Library Cards” under “Quick Links” from the top of the main Boston Public 

Library site (http://www.bpl.org) 
 

 
 
 

·  Click on “What is an ecard?” and then follow the steps to register for an ecard. 
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·  Once you have a BPL ecard number, go back to the main screen and click on “A-Z List 

of Resources” under “Electronic Resources/”  This brings you to a list of all of the 
electronic resources the Boston Public Library provides for all Massachusetts residents. 
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